Certified translation from Bulgarian
AGREEMENT

For cooperation and joint activities between the Committee for Disclosing the Documents and Announcing Affiliation of Bulgarian Citizens to the State Security and Intelligence Services of the Bulgarian National Army and the Cold War Study Center at Harvard University, USA  

On this day of …. October 2013, in Sofia, the present Agreement for cooperation and joint activities (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) was signed by and between:

The Committee for Disclosing the Documents and Announcing Affiliation of Bulgarian Citizens to the State Security and Intelligence Services of the Bulgarian National Army (hereinafter referred to as the “Committee”), represented by Mr. Evtim Kostadinov, Chairman,

on the one hand, and 

The Cold War Study Center at Harvard University, USA (hereinafter referred to as the “Center”), represented by its Director Prof. Mark Kramer, on the other hand. 

Guided by the positive experience gained in the course of previous cooperation, comprising participation of Center representatives in conferences and events organized by the Committee (such as the co-hosting by the Parties of the conference on the Jewish fate in the Years of the Holocaust and the Cold War, held in November 2012 at Sofia University), prompted by the need for enhanced beneficial cooperation through expert exchange and a more streamlined utilization of available resources for the achievement of research and socio-political tasks of mutual interest, and the need for proper promotion of achievements,
    The Parties hereto AGREED to the following:

           1. The main objective of the Agreement is to establish different initiatives and forms of cooperation, which are mutually acceptable and efficient in an international academic and social perspective, and to implement specific joint activities on the study of Cold War documents and documents related to the communist rule in Bulgaria in the period of 1944 – 1989, held at the central archive of the Committee. This objective also involves introduction of this heritage into scientific circulation and its promotion and use for educational purposes in performance of the tasks which the Parties are called on to carry out in accordance with the Access to and Disclosure of Documents and Announcing of Affiliation of Bulgarian Citizens to the State Security and Intelligence Services of the Bulgarian National Army Act (Article 10) and the relevant Statutes of Harvard University and its Cold War Study Center. 

            2. The main object of the Agreement is the full set of different research, educational, promotional and administrative activities related to the study, processing, digitalization and popularization of the documentary heritage held by the Committee. A special place among these activities shall have the use of the expert, educational and research resources of the Center and its international contacts for presentation of the wealthy documentary archive of the Committee before the student and faculty body of Harvard University and other universities in the USA and elsewhere and utilization of such archive in the preparation of masters’ theses, doctoral theses, habilitation theses (treatises) and other research works, especially by providing access to those documents via the digitalization capacities available to the Center.  

        3. In implementation of the targets set out and the outlined direction of joint activities, the two Parties shall prepare detailed annual schedules covering joint activities for a period of three years. These schedules shall outline the main practical steps of cooperation in the form of different initiatives or thematic projects, as well as any forms of administrative and other types of interaction.

          4. The two Parties view the specific joint task of digitalization of the said documentary heritage as particularly important. The Parties have reached the understanding that this is the most adequate approach towards preservation of documentary heritage, its implementation for scientific and educational purposes and its promotion among the wider public in Bulgaria and the USA via free access on the Internet in compliance with legal procedures regulating access to classified information and personal data protection. Harvard University, represented by the Center, is willing to provide its research infrastructure (such as the Digitalization Initiative of Harvard University Library, the Center website http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~hpcws/index2.htm, its referenced scientific journal “Journal of Cold War Studies“, in circulation since 2006, with a series of treatises entitled The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series and an on-going Cold War Seminar) for publication of collections of documents held by the Committee and implementation of research initiatives related to such publications. Thus the results of the cooperation between the Parties shall reach a wider circle of specialized users in Bulgaria, the USA and the world. In this connection, following provision by the Committee of the relevant publication permits, and, taking into account the relevant publishing rights and copyrights, the Center is ready to commence, in shortest possible terms following signing of the Memorandum, publication onto its website and uploading on the Harvard University server of all collections of documents and other Committee materials provided.     

         5. The Parties intend to expand on their cooperation and to achieve further specific research results based on joint work on specific topics (research projects) with view of setting the agenda of thematic research activities and the investigation of hitherto avoided issues or issues which have the potential of attracting greater public interest. In implementation of such agenda and topics, the most suitable forms of research and study shall be sought, as well as the financial and technical resources for such research and the methods for promotion of results – in the form of collections of documents, individual or group treatises, thematic conferences, bulletins, thematic issues of scientific magazines, exhibitions of documents, seminars, specialized courses, public discussions, lectures, etc. 

           6. The Parties shall continue to work and share their available resources for the purpose of stimulating their international activity by means of initiatives for international scientific events such as conferences, partnership sharing and work within international networks, the elaboration of joint projects, thus working towards ensuring additional funds from American, European and other international programs. 

          7. The Committee undertakes to provide, for the purpose of performance of agreed joint projects and initiatives and in compliance with the relevant legal provisions, the necessary access and promulgation of the documentary heritage under its control. This involves the elaboration of procedures for access and technical implementation of project activities, premises and equipment, expert resources, sharing of financial resources in accordance with the approved budget, server space for online publication of digitalized projects, publication opportunities in Committee publications, etc. 

           8. The Center – and consequently its partner units within Harvard University – undertakes to ensure implementation of the agreed joint initiatives and projects on behalf of its expert academic resources, to be used in the study, referencing and introduction into circulation of the respective data sets. The Center shall continue to develop, in cooperation with Committee experts, the parameters of the future study program with view of setting specific and realistic tasks. 

          9. The two Parties express their desire that any steps aimed at broadening cooperation and achieving greater efficiency be made following mutual consultations, in the spirit of goodwill and cooperation. 

          10. The present Agreement shall be valid for a period of /three/ years from the date of its signing.

         The present Agreement was drawn in two identical copies in Bulgarian and English, one for each of the Parties.

         For the Committee:
       
    For the Center:

.............................................



 ...............................................

Mr. Evtim Kostadinov - Chairman       


Prof. Mark Kramer - Director
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